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BREAKOUTS A 
Incorporating People of Other Backgrounds  
Allen Roth   
In this session, we will observe Apostle Peter in his (sometimes 
bumbling) experience of visiting a non-Jewish home. We will 
draw out lessons that will help us befriend people from other 
backgrounds and incorporate them into churches composed of 
people who have grown up primarily with others of similar back-
grounds.

The Anabaptist Advantage in Reaching Muslims 
Chris Stoltzfus   
Many Muslims are people of deep faith that impacts every aspect 
of their lives. When they meet plain Anabaptist people who 
represent another Kingdom, doors open to share of Christ and 
His love. Learn about some of the advantages and challenges 
Anabaptists face in teaching Muslims. 

How the Heavenly Father Can Meet Your  
Deepest Longings 
Clara Schnupp 
Are you in touch with your deepest longings?  Have you put 
words to those longings?  Your heavenly Father knows and wants 
to meet them.  Using stories of women in the Bible and some of 
my own, I want to explore this with you. Ladies only.

Whom Can I Trust? 
Earl Peachey 
In a setting where shame/honor is emphasized more than honesty, 
whom can I trust? Is it possible to understand the dishonesty 
that feels so wrong and foreign to me? God calls me to take risks, 
trust, and be thankful for what He is doing. Further, dishonesty 
in others is a call for me to model truth, transparency, and 
faithfulness.

Boards that Make a Difference 
Gary Paul Miller 
In this session, we will consider a board’s role in governance, its 
composition and organization, as well as different hats that board 
members wear. We will focus on identifying key characteristics of 
board effectiveness.

Prayer as Ministry 
John Coblentz 
Praying for others and with others is a ministry we easily neglect. 
But both Jesus and Paul—the two lives most visible to us in the 
New Testament—show us that prayer is essential (not an add-on) 
to ministry.

Maintaining the Dignity of the Poor 
Jon Stoltzfus 
Every person in every culture is made in God’s image, no matter 
how poor or how rich they are. Our posture as we meet with the 
needy and reach out to help them will say a lot about how we view 
them. This will determine how open they are to us helping them 
or how easily they share their deep struggles with us. Recognizing 
worth and value in every soul will go a long way in understanding 
needs and presenting those needs to a support base. 

Leadership: When Holes Have Sprung  
in Our Ship 
Kevin Bauman 
Leadership, what an inspiring word! We get it started, we are 
moving forward, but then… what is happening? Something is 
going wrong! God’s mission is too important to turn a blind eye 
to the problem so in this seminar we will learn about tools we 
can use to fix the leaks that will inevitably spring in our ship from 
time to time. So rather than abandon the ship, we learn how to 
keep sailing, even during turbulent times.

Praying God’s Will 
Lolita Hershberger 
How often have we prayed with the words “Father,if it is Your will, 
please__________”? But what if we would pray things for our 
husbands, children, friends, and our own lives that we know are 
His will? How would our lives and homes change if we would ask 
that His will would be done in our lives as it is in heaven? As we 
pray for His will to be accomplished, we understand more of His 
heart. We will move beyond demanding and begging for what we 
want to a quiet, humble trusting and resting in His sovereignty.

New Tech You Can Use 
Matt Landis 
This workshop will focus on practical hands-on look at some new, 
some mature tools that are becoming affordable/accessible that 
may help to make your ministry more efficient.

Creating Church Culture 
Melvin Lehman 
Most missionaries discover soon enough that it is one thing to 
lead unbelievers to receive Christ as Lord and Savior. It is another 
thing to do the hard work of creating church practices and 
traditions that result in a culture that nurtures and disciples each 
other in the way of Christ. This session explores ideas that create 
culture rather than react to culture both at home and abroad.

What is That In Your Hand? 
Paul Shirk 
As He did with Moses, God uses what we have, however 
inadequate it appears to be, for the task He calls us to perform. 
The emphasis of this session will be on home mission 
opportunities, using the metaphor of Moses’ rod.

Multiple Blessings of Church Planting 
Richard Newswanger 
Congregations can experience huge blessings when they are 
planting churches. This session will explore hindrances, practical 
helps for vision, and positive results of church planting.

Deeper or Wider? Developing a Healthy Donor Base 
Richie Lauer 
Successful organizations build a solid constituency support base 
based on mutual trust and respect.  Are you communicating well, 
earning trust, and willing to listen?  Is your donor base healthier 
today than it was five years ago?

The Homeless Child in Our Homes 
Stephan Gingerich 
Growing up is hard for anyone. What is it like to grow up in a 
foreign land and understand two cultures but not be at home 
in either one? Come and hear stories and lessons from a third-
culture kid.

 
BREAKOUTS B 

Gelassenheit: Coming to Terms With What Is 
Bernice Troyer 
What’s a woman to do with disappointments, difficult 
relationships, discouragement, grief, stressful schedules, endless 
sacrifice, and just plain weariness in well doing? In this session, 
we’ll discuss a word that holds the secrets for joyful flourishing 
instead of merely surviving in our ministry roles.

Relationship Problem Solving 
Brian Martin 
The goal of this session is to share practical ways of resolving 
every day, real world relational problems between people. From 
the context of working with staff and residents at Allegany Boys 
Camp, we will apply these principles to the mission field, service 
organizations, schools, family, and the church.

Developing and Maintaining An  
Organizational Vision  
Clair Schnupp 
Organizational success is dependent upon three key elements: 1) a 
clearly stated vision/purpose statement, 2) a written methodology 
of how to achieve the vision/purpose, and  3) a well-defined time-
table and documents for regular evaluations of everyone from the 
CEO to the floor sweeper.

Dos and Don’ts of Designated Donations 
Dennis Yoder 
Restricted donations can cause dilemmas for an organization. 
Such donations may approach the line of personal gifts or be 
designated for projects outside the organization’s mission. In this 
session, we will explore issues surrounding restricted donations, 
including how to handle donations for staff support, how to honor 
special requests from donors, and how to discern when your 
organization must refuse a donation unrelated to its charitable 
purpose.

Emotional Phases of a Woman’s Life 
Edith Burkholder 
This session will be based on the book by the same title by 
Jean Lush. The counsel from this book enables women to 
approach each of life’s changes with a positive outlook. It aids in 
understanding one’s  special emotional needs, and stresses the 
value of offering support to other women. Best of all, it reassures 
us we are normal! Ladies only.

Helping the Undisciplined Person 
Irene Bontrager 
“I’ll exercise 20 minutes each day.” But he doesn’t. “I missed two 
days of Scripture reading.” She feels discouraged. Some people 
are intrinsically goal oriented while others need to be motivated, 
inspired and equipped. Learn how to help people push through 
difficulty and discomfort to accomplish their goals and become a 
resilient, motivated person. 

Serving With Joy in the Background 
Joel Yoder  
Have you ever felt your role on the team is insignificant?  Have 
you struggled to find fulfillment in serving others?  Have you 
wondered how you can better support your leader?   In this 
session, we will look at aspects of teamwork and how to find 
fulfillment in serving in a support role.  We will look at Barnabas, 
the Son of Encouragement, and his role in ministry with Paul, 
then take those lessons and apply them to our setting when we are 
also serving others.

Creating Unified Vision, Strategy and Structure 
Kevin Bauman 
Board members cannot paint every detail of the picture, as only 
God holds our future, yet we are wise to have a clear vision 
of where He is calling us to go.  In this session we will look at 
how to create the big picture, set the stage and break out the 
desired journey into manageable pieces. This in turn creates an 
environment for all involved to be focused and passionate in their 
personal involvement in the mission.

Creating and Maintaining Ownership in Ministry 
Laverne Beachy 
To what extent am I willing to invest personally in my place of 
ministry? What would be the results if I did? In this session, we 
will cover topics related to personal vision–answering “why am 
I here?” remembering God’s call, and discussing practical ways 
to make the ministry I serve “mine.” While service in God’s 
Kingdom is personally demanding, the results are not about me, 
but about Him.

Effective Administrative Writing 
Paul A. Miller 
We work with our heads, hands, and hearts–and we work with 
our words in mission administration. As with any other skill, 
you can train yourself to shape your thoughts and organize your 
words to make your writing compelling and easy to read. Learn 
useful day-to-day writing skills that will help you to write clearly 
and effectively to avoid misunderstanding, frustration, and waste.

When the Mission Appears To Be Failing 
Paul Shirk 
What should a supporting church do when the mission appears 
to be failing? When concerns are increasing? When support is 
decreasing?

Thursday Breakout 
Descriptions
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Thursday Breakout 
Descriptions, continued

Cross-Cultural Ministry in Urban America 
Reuben Petersheim 
How can we effectively minister to those different from ourselves? 
How can we learn from the mass culture while not conforming 
to their ways? What are the important steps in understanding 
a culture? How can Mennonites as a sub-culture relate to and 
impact the mass culture in urban America? How can we reach 
across our different ways of understanding the world?

Building Confidence with the Support Base  
Reuben Yoder 
Effective ministries are the product of communication, integrity, 
and accountability. This session will explore ways to weave 
these ideas together with your support base to build confidence 
and stimulate vision for Kingdom building in other cultures. 
Illustrations will include recent scenarios from an IDP camp in 
Iraq.      

Burnout 
Richie Lauer 
“It is better to burn out than to rust out.”  True or false?  Let’s have 
an honest conversation about your own workload and look at 
options for moving forward.  Let’s protect the people who do the 
work we say is important.

Investing in the Local Bride of Christ 
Val Yoder 
Our physical bodies are made up of hundreds of interesting and 
different parts.  So it is with the body of the bride of Christ.  Our 
local church is where we visibly live out our commitment to our 
Bridegroom. Investing our lives for her beauty and strength is 
paramount for her role in confronting a decadent world.

BREAKOUTS C 

Finding and Preparing Workers for  
Missionary Assignments 
Allen Roth 
This session is designed to help us identify people in our churches, 
schools, and families who have a missionary calling. This session 
will offer practical ideas for coming alongside them and assisting 
them in preparing themselves for an assignment in missions.

May I Have a Receipt? Extending Your Mission with 
Proper Receipting 
Dennis Yoder 
Donors expect us to issue donation receipts that allow them 
to deduct their contributions on their income tax returns. But 
do you know what critical elements must be included on your 
donation receipts? What about material donations or donations 
received at fundraiser events? This session will focus on these 
questions and more.

Consecrated for a Unique Purpose 
Donna Kauffman 
All around us are searching faces. Jesus encountered them, too. 
Lovingly He reached into dark places to bring healing and hope 
into the lives of women just like you and me, inviting them to 
pursue their own special passions. In your uniqueness, God has 
placed specific gifts to use in touching hearts around you.

Reflecting the Image and Glory of God as a Woman 
in Ministry 
Elaine Yoder 
This session will engage thought on how women specifically 
reflect God’s image, and how this reflection gives direction for 
women of God to participate in ministry effectively.

Ministering to International Students  
and Scholars 
Ernest Eby 
Each year, over 1.5 million international students come to 
America to study. Many of these scholars never visit or make 
friendships with American families.  Many know very little about 
Christianity or the Bible.  This is a wide open door! In this session, 
we will explore practical ways for ministering to this mostly 
unreached people group.

Reentry: Caring for Returning Missionaries 
Henry Blank 
Leaving the mission field and returning home can be a very 
traumatic event. Returning missionaries need discerning and 
caring people around them to help them navigate the challenges 
of re-entry. We’ll examine some of the major challenges that 
returning missionaries face and some practical ways churches and 
individuals can come alongside them. 

Competence that Enables Rather than  
Threatens or Competes 
John Coblentz 
Often in ministry teams, those serving in subordinate roles are 
more competent in some ways than those in leadership roles–
sometimes more competent in significant ways. In this breakout 
session, we will consider how to use abilities to bless fellow 
workers and supervisors rather than becoming competitors.

Compassion Fatigue 
Jon Stoltzfus 
How can we maintain the compassion of Jesus when exposed to 
the endless needs? Mission opportunities abound and we can 
easily travel to see the needs first hand. But how can we know the 
needs are legitimate and how can we be sure our way of helping 
is the best way or the way that God wants us to help? How can we 
avoid becoming callused to seeing needs again and again? 

Thriving, Not Surviving, in Ministry 
Lolita Hershberger 
Living in a foreign country, teaching in a classroom, working in 
an office, or serving your husband and children at home, your 
life can be overwhelming. In this session, we will discuss how to 
thrive and flourish in life’s endless demands and opportunities, 
and how to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s gentle direction in 
our daily decisions. 

Developing Productive Relationships  
in Nonprofits 
Marcus Beiler 
People who serve at our missions come with a heart for the work, 
a vision of how things should be done, and their personality.  Do 
we as a board give our administrator the support and structure 
that he needs?  How can we as administrators do well in leading 
and unifying our team?  The vision of productive relationships 
between the board, administrator and staff can be challenging to 
achieve but needs leadership to be realized.

Nuts & Bolts of Using Social Media in Distinctly 
Anabaptist Ways (panel) 
Matt Landis 
*Description not available.*

Maintaining a Sustainable Leadership Role 
Merle Burkholder 
This session will cover the attitudes and practices that help a 
leader to lead effectively and in a way that is sustainable over the 
career lifespan of the leader.

Birthing New Vision 
Merle Herr 
Whether starting a new organization or developing a new 
product, it starts with vision! Many embryo-dreams are never 
birthed into viable visions because leaders struggle to move from 
scattered ideas to rallying people behind a fully developed plan.  
This session will teach you how to cast a compelling vision of a 
preferred future.

Using Deputized Fundraising to Support  
Your Ministry 
Nevin Beiler 
Ministries can expand their fundraising networks by involving 
their workers. But in order to have effective fundraising, 
ministries need to know how to comply with legal requirements. 
This session will explain the benefits of deputized fundraising and 
provide guidance to avoid pitfalls.

Basic Principles of Conflict Resolution 
Tyler Hochstetler 
Are you prepared to respond to conflicts around you? Jesus 
teaches us to respond peacefully when in conflict with our 
enemies. However, the daily challenge of working with employers, 
employees, people around us, or fellow church members can test 
our core principles. This session provides a Biblical perspective on 
conflict prevention and conflict resolution. 
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BREAKOUTS A 

Reflections of a Church Planter’s Wife 
Carolyn Roth 
These reflections will include stories from thirty years as a church 
planter’s wife.  Lessons learned in this exhilarating, sometimes 
exhausting, but enriching journey will be applicable to other 
callings as well.

How to Make the Most of Husband  
and Wife Relationships 
Clair & Clara Schnupp 
God reserves the best for those who invest the best in their 
marriage. We will share what we have learned from Scripture, 
fifty-nine years of marriage, conducting marriage seminars, 
and marriage counseling. (appropriate for married and single 
attendees).

Shema, Smartphones, and Tselem 
Clifford Schrock 
Mankind has gone from scratches on cave walls to quill pens, the 
printing press, telephone, recorded audio, the digital explosion, 
and now personal devices and a host of related technologies!  
How do we sort through these opportunities and their impact?  
Typically, discussion revolves around practical issues and “well, 
what’s wrong with it?”  This discussion will explore these issues in 
the context of what Jesus describes as the greatest commandments 
and what it means to be created in God’s image.

Go and Tell—Yes You Can! 
Collier Berkshire 
Can I, a conservative Mennonite in the 21st century, actually relate 
to the cultures of the world around me?  This workshop identifies 
a few of the key hurdles we face, and offers vision, solutions and 
hope.  Topics discussed include overcoming our ethnocentric bent, 
and incarnational living.

Becoming a Vessel of Honor 
Dave Yoder 
Sailing can be a  wonderful experience! Sailing can also be 
dangerous. No one sets out to experience shipwreck! You can 
reach shore safely if you purposefully navigate the sea of life.

Building Unity with Diversity 
David Yoder 
God intends diversity to have a useful role in the building of His 
Kingdom. Whenever God designs something, He does it to build. 
The enemy tries to twist what is good in an effort to destroy. It is 
imperative that we learn to tell the difference. In this session, we 
will explore the sources of diversity, its purpose, and ways to turn 
it from a potential blight to a blessing. 

Christian Maturity: Becoming a Mature Christian 
Frank Reed 
Why grow up? Adulting can be difficult especially if there is always 
someone to bail you out of your problems. What can we learn that 
will lead us to meaningful and useful daily living? Join us for the 
session and learn to use your minutes and years in productivity.

Why No Converts from Our Community?  
Gary Miller 
Conservative Anabaptists have historically been successful at 
retaining their own people, but have had difficulty integrating 
seekers. Why is this? Are we doing something wrong? How can 
a church protect its members from a decadent society without 
creating cultural challenges almost impossible for the seeker to 
navigate? In this session, we will look closely at what Americans 
are actually searching for, examine ways that a local church can 
collectively reach out, and consider how each of us individually 
can interact with seekers more effectively

Best Practices of Servant Leaders 
Gary Paul Miller 
What makes a leader stand out?  What are the keys that make 
a difference in leading well?  In this session, we will consider 
trademark values, motivations, and strategies of successful servant 
leaders.

Living Faith in a Confused World 
Johnny Miller 
We live in a confused world. Political correctness supersedes 
morals and human life is expendable. How can followers of Jesus 
impact man’s confusion with Truth? What part does the Holy 
Spirit have in relating to people in this age of wantonness?

Insights for Prison Ministry  
Ken Miller 
The United States has around 4% of the world’s population, but 
25% of the world’s inmates.  A former inmate offers insights on 
how we may help strengthen the church behind bars and bring 
the Gospel to the unsaved.

In the World, but Not of the World 
Mary Lois Shenk 
I plan to share stories and principles from my experience of 
raising a family in an urban setting. How can we reach our 
neighbors and respond to their needs while keeping our children’s 
hearts? How can we direct their hearts toward God so that they 
would develop a passion for advancing God’s Kingdom? 

Why I Am a Conservative Anabaptist and  
Intend to Remain One 
Merle Burkholder 
This workshop will review basic belief choices. It will briefly cover 
four choices: why I am a deist, why I am a Christian, why I am an 
Anabaptist, and why I am a conservative Mennonite. We will also 
discuss what role conservative Anabaptists have in relation to the 
broader church and the world at large

Reaching Quality Decisions through  
Engaged Discussions 
Merle Herr 
Great board and administrative decisions are rooted in good 
discussions. The best decisions are the results of well-orchestrated 
discussions where issues are handled in the right way. In this 
session, we will teach how to contribute your ideas and viewpoints 
and blend multiple perspectives into one great decision!

Conservative Anabaptists and Urban Poverty: What 
is Our Response? 
Paul Yoder 
How are we doing in reaching those in poverty in our towns and 
cities? In this session, we want to learn about aspects of poverty, 
discuss our attitudes towards the poor, and learn how we can 
model our Master Teacher in how He treated the poor.

Unearthing Your Talents 
Stephan Gingerich 
How many talents do you have? Have you doubled your talents?  
Jesus’ story about the talents helps us to understand the potential 
we all have to build in God’s kingdom. You may be surprised to 
discover how many talents you hold in your hand.

The Altar of Worship 
Val Yoder 
When we are convinced that God orchestrates all the events of our 
lives, we are able to discover new levels of worshipful adoration 
for Him.  Both pain and pleasure tempt us to serve other gods, but 
when taken to the altar of worship, we grow in Christlikeness.

BREAKOUTS B 

Advocating for Neglected and Abused Children 
Bethany Heatwole 
Are you interested in helping children in foster care?  Perhaps you 
are a stay at home mom or someone with flexibility in your work 
schedule.  This session will describe serving as a court appointed 
special advocate (CASA volunteer) for neglected and abused 
children.  In addition, we will explore ways to relate well with 
these children in crisis and the people around them.

The Adventure of Battle in God’s Kingdom 
Brian Martin 
This session is a call to young people and all Christians to go to 
battle for Christ’s cause. He calls us to give our lives and resources 
completely for those for whom He died. This is also a testimony to 
God’s provisions, grace, and joy when we do the above.

Basic Tips for Sharing the Gospel with Muslims 
Chris Stoltzfus 
Muslims have many questions and preconceived ideas about 
Christians. Many are taught to argue with Christians around 
certain themes. Learn how to avoid traps and engage with the 
heart of Muslim people you meet in America or around the world. 

Stretch Out Your Hand toward Him 
Donna Kauffman 
The Master Planner lovingly labored over writing a recipe for 
each of our lives. We’ll explore how God can take all the events 
of our lives and as we stretch our hand toward Him, to seek Him, 
He redeems and transforms them. We’ll sift through the pain and 
the pleasure of our own life story to recognize how God longs to 
bring us to a place of joy and freedom, through acceptance of His 
trustworthy plan.

Learning (and Enjoying) to Submit to Others 
Earl Peachey 
Why so many books on leadership and so little on subjection 
one to another? Why an emphasis on being filled with the Spirit, 
becoming a discerning believer, learning to praise our great God, 
becoming a grateful person, but little emphasis on submitting one 
to another? They are all mentioned in Eph. 5:17-21.

Business as Mission 
Gary Miller 
As followers of Jesus, how involved in business should we be? Is 
it possible God has more in mind than just providing income for 
our families? What if God has a deeper purpose for our businesses 
than we have realized?  In this session, we will explore business 
as a platform for reaching out to others in our local communities, 
in foreign countries, and in restricted settings normally closed to 
foreign missionaries.

Graduation—Then What? 
Glendon Strickler 
You are looking forward to graduation or graduation is still visible 
in the rear-view mirror. Business, helping at home, Bible School, 
voluntary service, teaching school, industry, adventure... what is 
your next step? Are you at the right spot now? How should you be 
preparing for the future? What is God’s role and what is your role? 
Come to explore these questions!

Finding Identity and Security in Christ 
John Coblentz 
Serving others and serving with others constantly shows up 
our personal limitations and needs, which can easily make us 
feel insecure. How do we measure up? Do other people like us, 
or will they reject us when they see our inadequacies? To serve 
effectively, we must find our primary identity and security in 
Jesus.

A Slice of the Pie 
Marie Mullet 
We women have many competing demands for our time and 
emotional energy. Relationships are important to us. Family, 
church, ministry, and community responsibilities stretch us thin. 
How do we enjoy our pie, one slice at a time?

Beauty, Men, and Matriska 
Melody Schrock 
As women, we have the awesome privilege of bearing the image 
of God in many facets, one of which is beauty. This workshop is 
designed to help us as ladies recognize and own this God-given 
treasure, catch a glimpse of its power, and consider the value 
of veiling glory while living in a fallen world. As we hold this 
treasure with appropriate reverence, we’ll be better equipped to 
serve and offer the world a glimpse of God’s beauty. 

Friday  Breakout
Descriptions
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Learning from the History of the Host Culture 
Melvin Lehman 
Cross cultural ministry is difficult! Ignorance of the roots of 
a target culture only compounds what is already difficult. The 
model presented in Richardson’s, “Peace Child”, gives us some 
categories for discussion and raises good questions. How can 
we understand the spiritual/philosophical moorings of a foreign 
culture? What tools are available? How do we use them to gain 
understanding? How does understanding the history of a host 
culture result in more accurately communicating the Gospel of 
Jesus?

Responding to Poverty with Community 
Merle Burkholder 
This workshop will look at fundamental causes of poverty. It will 
demonstrate how the formation of community is the best way to 
alleviate poverty.

When to Stop Doing What We’ve Always Done 
Paul A. Miller 
Mission programs begin by responding to a real need. Staff, 
structure, and funding develop around this need, and gain a 
momentum of their own. This session will ask the hard questions 
that help your mission analyze the effectiveness of your work, 
evaluate its long-term outcome, and end programs that have 
accomplished their purpose or outlived their usefulness. An 
effective internal program audit can help you know how and 
when to redirect resources to where they are most needed.

Living with Confidence in an Age of Indecision 
 Philip Beachy 
What is my life purpose? Am I worth anything to people and to 
God? Life is a gift and we have this momentous privilege to use 
our gifts on planet earth to prepare for a heavenly forever. This 
session explores the truth about what our dear heavenly Father’s 
intentions are for His children. 

Anabaptists Respond to the  
Refugee Crisis (panel)  
Reagan Schrock, Chris Stoltzfus, Arnold Eby, Eric 
Kleinsasser, and someone from Kingdom Channels 
There are over 65 million refugees in the world today, displaced 
by unstable governments, war, and terrorism. How should 
Anabaptists respond? What can we do to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus? This panel discussion features representatives from 
different Anabaptist organizations working with refugees across 
the globe. The panel welcomes questions about the refugee crisis.

Evangelism in the First Three Centuries 
Stephen Russell 
We will look at the record found in the NT, various early church 
writers, and even in pagan writers to discover the ways the church 
evangelized during the first three centuries.  We will also discuss 
how these insights might be useful for us today.

The Cloak of Loyalty: Following a Leader  
Val Yoder 
Elisha’s success as a servant of God was founded on his previous 
ability as a follower.  Men and women of lasting impact were those 
who knew how to follow before they were in places of leadership. 

BREAKOUTS C

Cultivating Healthy Relationships Between Ministry 
Team Wives  
Barb Coblentz 
Each of us as women brings our unique blend of gifts/passion to 
a team. Sometimes those differences grate instead of nurture and 
bless. We want to learn ways of embracing our diversity rather 
than allowing it to divide and irritate.

Practical Faith Lessons in Ministry 
Carolyn Roth 
Someone has said, “Ministry is not primarily something we do for 
God but what God is doing in and through us.” Growing our faith 
is one of those things God does in us. How does He do that? We’ll 
look at examples of God’s faithfulness in real life as we minister in 
our homes, community, church, or cross-culturally.

Preparing for Missions  
Clifford Schrock 
Prepare? There is work to be done! Let’s go before we waste more 
time! While zeal is commendable, proper preparation will help 
prevent an early death of ministry through burnout, interpersonal 
conflict, and other issues. Maturity, character, cleansing, and a clear 
call developed in the womb of worship are significant aspects of this 
journey.

Direction from Mission Movements  
since the Reformation 
Collier Berkshire 
This workshop will discuss what missiologists have called the Three 
Waves of Missions since the Reformation. By looking at the past 200 
years, we gain direction and vision for the Wave of Missions that God 
is calling this generation to undertake.

Healing for Hurting Hearts 
Dave Yoder 
Is there an answer for the ache in the heart? Can wholeness 
encompass physical, mental, and emotional pain? How does 
one find purpose and fulfillment in the context of mysteries and 
missing pieces?  

Living in Fear or Living in Love 
Frank Reed 
Fear or love? That does not sound like a difficult decision. Why 
do we complicate it?  Fear drives so much human behavior. How 
can we choose love and the blessings that go with it? God has the 
answers.

Essential Character Qualities for  
Communicating Cross-culturally 
Joel Yoder 
The challenges of cross-cultural communication are ever-present 
in missions today.  How do we avoid the pitfalls of wrong 
communication, improper communication, or missing each 
other completely?  In this session, we will look at five aspects of 
communication as well as essential character qualities that God 
has given us in Scripture that will help us in the art of proper 
cross-cultural communication.

Victory Through the Cross 
Ken Miller 
Is cross bearing and self-denial still integral to the Gospel 
message? How is Jesus’ victory on the cross made available to His 
followers? How should we present the terms of discipleship to the 
current generation?

Adoption: Redeeming Children from Hard Places 
Mark Miller 
There are over 400,000 children in the US foster care system. 
Adoption and foster are truly redemptive in reaching these 
innocent children and giving them the best opportunities available. 
We will look at ways that we can use the advantage that our strong, 
stable families give us, as well as examine tools to equip foster 
parents as they deal with the trauma that can follow the pain and 
abuse these children have experienced.

It’s Our Turn: Preparing for and Completing  
Our Part of the Mission 
Patrick Heatwole 
From Abraham to Jesus to you, God is in the business of sending 
people to a complete a mission.  How do you prepare for the part 
He wants you to play?  What will you need to sacrifice to complete 
the mission? How can you be on mission now?  In this session, 
we will explore how to live a life that counts, understanding and 
participating in God’s strategic mission. 

Serving Those in Poverty 
Paul Yoder 
How we treat the poor is how we treat Jesus. No one can do 
everything to help them, but we can all do something. In this 
session, we will discuss practical ways that individuals and 
churches can reach the poor. How should we respond to requests 
for basic needs? How can we help people move from a life of 
poverty to a life of stability and sufficiency?

Women Who Said “Yes” 
Piper Burdge 
Saying yes to God changes people. Encounter stories of women 
who said yes to God’s specific call and were never the same. 
Their “yes” changed not only their own lives but also the lives of 
thousands around them.

Introducing Jesus in an IDP Camp 
Reuben Yoder 
We currently have unprecedented opportunities to “tell the story” 
among Muslims and Internally Displaced People. We’ll explore 
ways to turn stories of inhumane suffering and loss into effective 
forums to introduce the Lord Jesus and shine His light into 
intense darkness. Our session will include stories and slides from 
recent ministry near Mosel, Iraq. 

Try the Spirits 
Rick Rhodes 
There is so much done today in the name of the Holy Spirit. 
How do we tell the difference? Is it right to challenge someone’s 
claim on having heard from the Spirit of God? Do you know the 
Holy Spirit well enough that you can discern between the Holy 
Spirit and false spirits? Knowing the answers to these questions is 
crucial for us today!

Follow the Leader 
Stephan Gingerich 
Every person is a leader to someone. This session will give you a 
fresh glimpse into Jesus’ leadership and provide practical ways for 
you to serve those who look to you as a leader.

As Clay in the Hands of a Potter: Life Lessons  
from a Potter 
Trent Clugston 
The potter has a useable end-product as his guide as he starts 
working the clay until he has the final product glazed and fired. 
This session will investigate the spiritual significance of each step 
in the process of creating clay vessels and seek to glean lessons for 
our daily lives.

Friday  Breakout
Descriptions, continued


